WORKING THE FACTORY BY DAY AND THE SEX TRADE BY NIGHT

For some grassroots AIDS monitors, it is absolutely necessary to monitor the activities of female migrant workers.  “In the process of our work we discovered that some female factory workers go to work in te day, and at night take certain jobs in the sexu industry; monitoring this group is especially sdifficult,” said a spokesman Bao’an district Longhua Hospital community health center.

This center is among several that are volunteer AIDS monitoring, testing and intervention centers, and offers free consultations and examinations to people in the Bao’an area.A spokesperson said that there are numersou factories along Longhua Street that the center focuses its information and awareness campaigns on.  It was in the course of such activities that they discovered the phenomena described above.

On November 20 around 10 PM, this reporter came to Longhua Renmin Lu, where most of the workers had already gotten off work.  Only the security guards outside the factories were still around, and this reporter struck a conversation with one of them.  Regarding the subject of these “special” female factory workers,  security guard Zhang didn’t seem at all surprised: “Of course, around here these people are known as “factory girls”, they are all young women, they go to work in the factory and at night they go work ‘part time’.”

This security guard said ‘part-time’ referred to sex work, and said that “it’s no secret, they only go out with guys they know well, and won’t go to the nightclubs or the hair salons.”  He also said that these women are very secretive about their actions, showing up to work in the daytime, so that “their boyfriends, and even their roommates might not even know that they work another ‘part-time’ job.”

Many local residents confirmed that many female factory workers do indeed work ‘part-time’ at night, though because these women for the most part only phone people with whom they have had established relationships, the residents claimed that they had never come into contact with such women.

With the aid of one of the AIDS monitoring center doctors, this reporter found some of the aforesaid factory girls that worked ‘part-time’ at night.  

WORKING ‘PART-TIME’ TO PAY FOR NICE CLOTHES

When 19 year old Ah Xia (pseudonym) she was still wearing factory work clothes.  She said that she didn’t have to work ‘part-time’ today, so she didn’t bother going home to change clothes.  She looked so pure and innocent that it was hard to imagine that she held a ‘part-time’ job.  

After some convincing, Ah Xia agreed to be interviewed.  When recalling the process by which she came to work ‘part-time’ her face often turned red and she bowed her head, not saying a word.

She said that she was from Hubei province, and that her family’s (economic) situation was fairly good.  Because she wasn’t a good student, she never managed to graduate and during this past year’s Spring Festival, she decided to leave with a relative to work in a factory in Shenzhen.  Although she quickly met a boyfriend in the factory, the life of a factory worker was tedious and boring.  This September, she came to Longhua for the first time to work at a factory.  She rented a one bedroom apartment with two other factory girls nearby. 

The factory salary was 1000 yuan per month and paid one yuan per hour of overtime, so that working a whole day over the weekend would only net 6 yuan.  Because her family’s situation was not too bad, Ah Xia usually stayed at home and read books after work, or if she were really bored, would go to a karaoke bar and sing.

ONLY GOING OUT WITH “FRIENDS”

As for the first time she ventured into ‘part-time’ work, Ah Xia maintains that she was friends with the man with whom it happened.  “Factory work is boring, one time a girl several years older than me from the same village invited me out to go karaoke with them.  I had nothing to do, so I went.  Then I found out that in the karaoke room there were both men and women.  We were having a good time when one of the men took me out and got a room…” she said, and when they parted he gave her 200 yuan.  They also exchanged phone numbers.

Afterwards, this man called her often, “after I got off work, and we usually directly went to get a room, or if it was earlier, we would have dinner together first.”  Although this man always gave her money at the end, Ah Xia never directly broached the topic of “money”, instead emphasizing that “we are all friends, so if I have problems or difficulties, it’s only natural that he help me.”  And the difficulty that Ah Xia speaks of is “not having enough money to buy pretty clothes,” and that this “friend” would always give her 300-500 yuan.  (The reporter asks): “Did you tell your boyfriend about this?  You buy all these new clothes, doesn’t your boyfriend notice anything strange?” (Ah Xia replies) “He’s very honest and simple, he’s not around Longxia that often, and doesn’t live with me, and besides, doesn’t know much about the price of clothing.”

After this, Ah Xia’s “friends” became more numerous, all introduced by the first acquaintance.  These men were all over thirty years old, and most of them were in business.  “Compared to the girls at nightclubs, they tell me I’m much more pure and innocent,” Ah Xia said, adding that she would only go out and spend the night with “friends” that she is on more familiar terms with, and that they usually communicated by phone and went directly to get a room.  When no one calls her, she stays at home and reads.  Most of the time she has frequent “dates”, and “last week one person called me eight times, and once called several times just in one night.”  Ah Xia said that if one of her “dates” conflicted with a date with her actual boyfriend, she would brush off her boyfriend because “where would he get the money to take me out?  I make much more money working ‘part-time’ anyway.”  

“Why don’t you just quit your factory job?” asked the reporter.  “Because I have a boyfriend, and I don’t want him to know, and I still like him.  If one day I no longer have a boyfriend I would consider just going out with my ‘boyfriends’ full-time,” Ah Xia said.  

IGNORANT OF METHODS OF SAFE SEX


When getting a room, Ah Xia rarely considers the possibility that her “friends” have sexually transmitted diseases—“no way, probably not,” she said.  She added, “if the other person asked not to use a condom, then I wouldn’t use one, I don’t think it matters much either way.”

“Do you know what kinds of diseases can be transmitted sexually?” asked the reporter.  Ah Xia shook her head no.  As for AIDS, Ah Xia said that she knew of it but was unsure how it was transmitted: “If you get a (hotel) room, can the disease still be transmitted?”

Some social workers said that the lives of these migrant factory girls is very boring, and that therefore they couldn’t resist the temptation if someone was willing to take them out and have fun.  “They say it’s to make friends, but after they get used to having this kind of money, they start becoming actual sex workers.”  Nonetheless, because they can feed themselves and cover their basic expenses with their regular jobs, have boyfriends, and still feel the restraints of traditional morality, they feel that there is no necessity to go “full-time” but nonetheless feel conflicted about what they do.  Furthermore, because they are of middling beauty, becoming a “full-time xiaojie” might not mean that they can do good business, so they choose instead to remain ‘part-time”.  If their lives or their feelings change, they may very well end up on the path to being ‘full-time’ work.

